Insulin antibodies in patients receiving penicillamine.
In a patient receiving penicillamine for treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, antibodies to insulin developed, which resulted in symptomatic hypoglycemia. When 30 additional patients receiving penicillamine were screened, another patient was discovered to have antibodies to insulin. The level of antibody fell sharply in both patients after penicillamine was discontinued. This particular immunologic reaction to penicillamine has not been reported previously.